
      
 
                                                                                                                                                             

 

THE ART OF ITALIAN SHOEMAKING NOMINATED AS UNESCO INTANGIBLE 
CULTURAL HERITAGE 
 
The Promotion Committee, led by Giovanna Ceolini, President of Assocalzaturifici, 

is launching the inaugural UNESCO candidacy project for the Italian fashion and 

lifestyle sector. 

 

The candidacy process for the Art of Italian Shoemaking on the UNESCO Intangible 

Cultural Heritage List is officially underway. An initiative promoted by Assocalzaturifici, 

Museimpresa, CERCAL and the Politecnico Calzaturiero through the Promotion 

Committee chaired by Giovanna Ceolini, created with the aim of recognising, enhancing and 

passing on to future generations one of the most representative cultural heritages of Made 

in Italy. 

 

The candidacy stems from the awareness that Italian shoemaking represents not only a 

world-renowned sector of excellence, but a living cultural heritage, built over time 

through the work, skills and passion of generations of entrepreneurs, technicians, designers 

and trainers. A heritage that continues to evolve thanks to the ability to combine tradition 

and innovation, creativity and manufacturing expertise, quality and research. 

Making shoes in Italy means preserving and safeguarding a distinctive knowledge that has 

its roots in the territories and productive communities of the country. It means preserving 

a culture of craftsmanship that has helped build Italy's manufacturing identity and has 

made Made in Italy synonymous with excellence worldwide. It is this intangible heritage, 

made up of techniques, processes, knowledge, professional languages and shared values, 

that the project intends to protect and enhance through the UNESCO process. 

 

On 11 June, at the Hall of Tapestries of the Ministry for Business and Made in Italy, the 

Promotion Committee for the safeguarding and enhancement of the Art of Italian 

Shoemaking will be formally established, an organisation that will guide the candidacy 

process with the involvement of the Community of Practitioners, namely all the men and 

women who through their daily work transmit the knowledge and identity values linked to 

this traditional craft. 

 

Promoted with the support of the Ministry for Business and Made in Italy, the 

project represents a systemic initiative involving the business world, training, culture and 

research, with the aim of building a shared process capable of enhancing the manufacturing, 

economic and social culture of an important sector of the country. 

 

"The UNESCO candidacy arises from the desire to recognise and enhance a heritage that 

belongs to the entire country. Italian shoemaking is an expression of a culture of 

craftsmanship that unites technical skills, creativity, territorial identity and capacity for 

innovation. Through this process, we want to affirm the cultural value of our craft expertise 

and strengthen our commitment to passing it on to new generations", declares Giovanna 

Ceolini, President of Assocalzaturifici and of the Promotion Committee. 

 

If all goes well, the art of Italian shoemaking would be the first in the world to obtain 

UNESCO recognition, given that, at the moment, such recognitions are connected only to 

textile production but not to the world of shoemaking. 

 

The meeting on 11 June, moderated by Nicola Porro, will bring together representatives 

from institutions, culture, training and industry to reflect on the value of the Art of Italian 

Shoemaking as an expression of culture, memory and identity. 



      
 
                                                                                                                                                             

 

 

The opening of proceedings will include, in the presence of the Minister for 

Business and Made in Italy Adolfo Urso, the signing of the constitutive act of the 

Promotion Committee by Giovanna Ceolini, President of the Promotion Committee, 

Antonio Calabrò and Marco Amato for Museimpresa, Serena Musolesi for CERCAL 

and Alice Marcato for the Politecnico Calzaturiero. 

The second session, dedicated to the theme "Generations of Excellence", will feature 

the participation of the Minister for Education and Merit, Giuseppe Valditara, Federico 

Eichberg, Chief of Staff of the Ministry for Business and Made in Italy, Giovanni Brugnoli, 

President of the Foundation for Enterprises and Skills for Made in Italy, and Giovanna 

Ceolini in her capacity as President of Assocalzaturifici, for a discussion on the relationship 

between schools and enterprises and the strategies necessary to guarantee generational 

renewal and the transmission of manufacturing knowledge. 

 

The concluding part of the morning will be dedicated to the theme "The Art of Italian 

Shoemaking: culture, memory, identity" and will feature contributions from Pier 

Luigi Petrillo, Director of the UNESCO Chair at Unitelma Sapienza University who 

coordinates a research project on the art of Italian shoemaking as cultural heritage, 

Giovanna Ferragamo Gentile, President of the Ferragamo Foundation, Marco Nocivelli, 

Vice President of Confindustria with responsibility for Industrial Policy and Made in Italy, 

Filippo La Rosa, Deputy Director General for growth and promotion of exports and Central 

Director for the promotion of Italian language, culture and territories at the Ministry of 

Foreign Affairs and International Cooperation, Davide Rampello and Francesco Morace.  

 

The discussion will deepen understanding of the cultural, identity and international value of 

Italian manufacturing and the significance of the UNESCO candidacy as a tool for protecting 

and enhancing a heritage that belongs to the entire country. 

The conclusions will be entrusted to Giovanna Ceolini, President of Assocalzaturifici, who will 

illustrate the vision and objectives of the candidacy process promoted by the Promotion 

Committee. 

 

The Art of Italian Shoemaking: culture, memory, identity 

11 June 2026 – 10.30 AM 

Hall of Tapestries 

Ministry for Business and Made in Italy – Rome 

 


